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CRKVA SVETOG ARHI\AKONA STEFANA - OTAVA
N E D E Q N I K
GODINA 1.

      BROJ 37
            7. JANUAR 2006.

Mir Bo`ji - Hristos se rodi!


U bezna|u ovoga vremena, kako svjedo~i sveti apostol Pavle, "posla Bog sina svoga jedinorodnoga" (Ap. na Bo`i}). 

Bog, ispuwen qubavqu prema kruni svega stvorenoga - ~ovjeku, nije htio da ostavi stvorewe svoje. Htio je da sa ~ovjekom ponovno uspostavi odnos kakav je postojao na po~etku a bje{e naru{en Adamovim padom, prvorodnim grijehom. 


Istorija ~ovje~anstva jeste, u stvari, istorija Spasewa. Bog nadasve qubi ~ovjeka, poziva rod qudski u zajednicu qubavi sa svojim Stvoriteqem. Zato je Bog "iz davnine mnogo puta i raznim na~inima govorio ocima preko Proroka" (Jevrejima 1, 1). A vrhunac Bo`jeg govora ~ovjeku je doga|aj u kojem On sam silazi me|u qude kako bi ih izbavio i uveo u ponovnu zajednicu sa sobom: "I Logos postade tijelo i nastani se me|u nama, i vidjesmo slavu wegovu, slavu kao jedinorodnoga od Oca, pun blagodati i istine" (Jovan 1, 14). 


Od tog istorijskog doga|aja, sve je postalo druk~ije - ~ovjek je pozvan na saradwu da stvara "novi svijet" - svijet koji }e u svoje sredi{te staviti Boga i u svim svojim poduhvatima oslawati se na Stvoriteqa, Iskupiteqa i Spasiteqa. Da bi se taj susret mogao dogoditi, da bi se Bog ovaplotio, Bogu je bio potreban ~ovjek, ~ovjek-saradnik, koji }e cijelim svojim bi}em prihvatiti voqu Bo`ju i po Bo`jim zapovjestima upravqati svoj `ivot. U toj je stvarnosti bqesnula nezamjenqiva uloga Presvete Bogorodice. An|eo se javqa Presvetoj i govori joj {ta treba da se dogodi, a ona odgovara: "Evo slu{kiwe Gospodwe - neka mi bude po rije~i Tvojoj" (Luka 1, 38).  I tada Logos postaje ~ovjek!

To je tajna koju u liturgijskom ciklusu slavimo svake godine po{tuju}i Ovaplo}ewe Sina Bo`jega - proslavqaju}i Bo`i}. Bo`i} je po~etak Bo`je opipqive qubavi prema ~ovjeku u kojoj On na poseban na~in postaje qudima blizak i prepoznatqiv kao Bog koji se ra|a, `ivi, saosje}a, mu~i se na Krstu, umire i Vaskrsewem daje novu nadu ~ovjeku. Svojim ro|ewem dao je ~ovjeku novu mogu}nost da bude Wegov saradnik u stvarawu novoga poretka u svijetu. Ono {to ~ovjek nije mogao sam ostvariti - da se svojom snagom uzdigne do Boga - moglo se dogoditi tek onda kada je Bog postao ~ovjekom.


Tome ~ovjeku - tome Bogu - Bogo~ovjeku Hristu, poklonimo se i pripremimo dare qubavi iz ~istog srca, otopqenog bo`anskom qubavqu, kako bi nam ovaj Bo`i} bio na radost, sre}u i beri}et. 


Hristos se rodi - Vaistinu se rodi!


Va{ molitvenik pred Bogomladencom Hristom, 


Episkop kanadski

God’s Peace – Christ is born!

In the hopelessness of this time, as witnessed by St. Paul the Apostle, “God sent forth his only begotten Son” (The Epistle for the Nativity of Christ). God, filled with love toward the crown of all creation – man, did not wish to abandon His creation. He wished to again establish the relationship with man that existed in the beginning and was destroyed by Adam’s fall, the ancestral sin.

The history of mankind is, in fact, the history of Salvation. God, above all, loves man and invites the human race to the communion of love with its Creator. For that reason God “at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets” (Hebrews 1:1). And the culmination of God speaking to man was the event in which He Himself descended among the people so that He would redeem them and lead them once again into communion with Him.

From that historical event, everything became different – man is called to collaborate in creating the “new world” – the world which will place God in its centre and in all of its endeavours will lean on the Creator, Redeemer and Saviour. In order to enable this meeting to take place, for God to become incarnate, God needed man, man the co-worker, who with his whole being would accept the will of God and would govern his life according to God’s commandments. In this reality the irreplaceable role of the Most Holy Theotokos was brightly shown forth. The Angel appeared to the Most Holy and told her what was to happen and she replied “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word" (Luke: 38). And then the Logos (Word) became man! This is mystery in the liturgical cycle that we glorify every year respecting the incarnation of the Son of God and celebrating His Nativity. Christmas is the beginning of God’s tangible love toward man in which He, in a special way, becomes close to people and is recognizable as God Who is born, lives, Who is compassionate, suffers on the Cross, dies and through His Resurrection gives new hope to man. By His birth He gave man the new possibility to be His co-worker in the creation of a new order in the world. That which man could not accomplish by himself – to ascend to God by his own strength – could only happen then when God became man.

Let us worship that man- that God – the God-man Christ, and let us prepare gifts of love from a pure heart, warmed by divine love, so that this Christmas will be joyful, happy and bountiful.

Christ is born – Indeed He is born!

Your intercessor before the Christ Child

Bishop of Canada
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